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EFC members support 

with these predominant ones:

ScienceArts

Health Development

64%
of EFC members

do both Grantmaking & Operating
30% 6% do Operating only

41%
of EFC

members
give prizes

Ranging from

€ 2.000 to

€ 1 million

40%
of EFC

members
support
research

Education Social & human

Foreword
By Dr. Gerry Salole, Chief Executive, European Foundation Centre

They have an unparalleled capacity to stimu-

audiences. 

ments already made, or providing an incentive 

There is usually (as is the case in all the exam-

es the prestige of winning and the recognition 

In the pages that follow, you will see examples 

of various types of prizes awarded across the 

edge those who have achieved more moder-

community.

The following examples, selected from the 

and the wider philanthropic sector. The list is 

more eclectic than exhaustive, a taster of priz-

es which stimulate innovation and recognise 
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From EUFORI Study: European Foundations 
for Research and Innovation (Synthesis Report)

http://euforistudy.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Synthesis-Report.pdf

“Research and Innovation expenditure by 991 
foundations that participated in the study was of EUR 
5.01 billion. Research areas: medical science was the 
most popular research area amongst foundations. 
Other popular research areas in terms of the number 
of foundations were social and behavioural science and 
natural science. In terms of expenditure engineering 
and technology was also in the top three”.

68% 
work internationally

 

Types of prizes

Reed Wasson’s excellent ‘The Future of Prize Philanthropy’ in the Stanford Social Innovation Review, Summer 2016.

and each stimulates innovation to varying degrees: 

Recognition prizes
 

 lasting achievement with the winners often at the latter stages of their careers

Incentive prizes

Resource prizes

funds are intended to support completion



EFC — PHILANTHROPY PRIZES

Louis Malassis 
International 

Agriculture and Food

Agriculture and Food aims to recognise individuals 

ricultural innovation, in order to improve food and 

security and poverty reduction through research, de-

or in the Mediterranean. 

The prize has three categories; the “Distinguished 

Scientist” category, the “Young Promising Scientist” 

category and the “Outstanding Career in Agricultur-

al Development” category. 

Discover more on why the Agropolis Foundation give 

prizes on page 7.

ResearchersIndividuals

3 prizes €20,000 Biennial

www.agropolis-fondation.fr/The-Louis-

Examples 
of prizes

a few of the many 

philanthropic sector. 
It is not however an 
exhaustive list and should 

variety of philanthropic 
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Food Sustainability 
Media Award

The Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition and the Thom-

son Reuters Foundation present the annual Food Sus-

-

-

es via the Reuters wire. 

PhotographersIndividuals Journalists

12 prizes €10,000 Annual
 

www.barillacfn.com/en/media_award

International Cartoon 
Competition

Now in its 36th year, the Cartoon Competition has so 

-

committee, the International Jury meets in June to 

-

In addition to the awards for First Place, Second 

Place, and Third Place, twelve artists are given hon-

ArtistsIndividuals

15 prizes Biennial
 

international-cartoon-competition-23-pg

The Reinhard 
Mohn Prize

Stiftung supports a worldwide search for solutions 

progress, now and in the future. The prize is award-

ed every year to an exceptional individual who has 

and to sustain it into the future. 

The Reinhard Mohn Prize is the successor to the Carl 

Bertelsmann Prize, which was awarded from 1988 to 

2008.

Individuals Innovators

1 prize €200,000 Annual

www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/en/ 

Crown Prince 
Couple’s Awards

in 2004 as a wedding gift to His Royal Highness Crown 

two advisory committees with expertise within the 

who have made outstanding commitments towards 

-

land and the Faroe Islands.

The awards are the Crown Prince Couple’s Social 

Award, the Crown Prince Couple’s Cultural Award, the 

Crown Prince Couple’s Cultural Stardust Award, and 

the Crown Prince Couple’s Social Stardust Award.

Individuals Organisations Institutions

4 prizes Annual
 

www.bikubenfonden.dk/index.php/uk/ 

crown-prince-couples-awards
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António 
Champalimaud 
Vision Award

in developing countries. The award is conducted with 

any size that demonstrate high impact achievements 

Organisations Researchers

1 prize €1,000,000 Annual

 

en/vision-award

Carlo Alberto Medal

-

-

-

no, to foster research and high education in the social 

sciences. 

scholars for their research and to provide a further in-

centive to pursue their research activity with renewed 

commitment.

Individuals Economists Researchers

1 prize Annual

www.carloalberto.org/about/ 

the-carlo-alberto-medal

Zero Project Awards

topic revolving among four every year. The four top-

ics are: Independent Living and Political Participation; 

Chosen practices and policies are presented at the 

-

Individuals Organisations

80 prizes Annual

Innovators

 

ERSTE Foundation 
Award for Social 
Integration

the ERSTE Foundation Award for Social Integration. 

The goal of the award is to identify and honour the 

-

eastern Europe. Beside the monetary value of the 

award, the ERSTE Foundation Social Integration Net-

-

Individuals Organisations

35 prizes Biennial

http://www.socialintegration.org
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The ECF Princess 
Margriet Award 
for Culture

The ECF Princess Margriet Award for Culture is a 

have upon Europe’s varied societies, and underlines 

and political change requires artistic and cultural en-

gagement. 

The award was initiated in partnership with the Dutch 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Science and the 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2008 in honour 

of the ECF’s former President, HRH Princess Margriet 

of the Netherlands, who had shown enormous dedi-

cation to the important role of culture in invigorating 

democracy in Europe. 

Individuals Organisations

2 prizes € 25,000 Annual

www.culturalfoundation.eu/pma

Giving science, research and 
innovation a human face
Education, innovation, science and research hold 

challenges. Philanthropic support for the 

of our food and agricultural systems, as well 

Development Goals.

As a foundation, our mission is to support and 

promote research and higher education, as well as 

The Agropolis Fondation Louis Malassis 

economist and ardent supporter of farmers’ causes 

who in 1986 founded Agropolis. Agropolis is an 

together research organisations and institutes for 

higher learning in agriculture and is today home 

to one of the world’s largest concentrations of 

and the environment.

The Prize is our way of honouring his vision and his 

conviction.  

means to give science, research and innovation a 

mentors, research practitioners, women and 

aiding causes such as climate change adaptation 

and consumption. 

The Prize is our way of recognising and encouraging 

as well as promoting the agricultural sciences and 

Prizes are a means of raising awareness of the value 

of science, research and innovation to society while 

more aware of their role in society and the 

accompanying gratitude this raises.

Oliver Oliveros, Deputy Director, 
Agropolis Fondation

International 
Competition

The 2018 award sought to recognise and support en-

the digital sector.

InnovatorsOrganisations

5 prizes € 20,000 Annual

https://fondationlafrancesengage.org/ 

prix-international
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Milan Pact Awards

of Milan and Fondazione Cariplo, launched in 2016. 

The awards aim to promote the development of sus-

The awards recognise innovation and stimulate good 

practices and aim to support the continued opera-

tion and implementation of the practices through the 

awards.

InnovatorsOrganisations

2 prizes € 15,000 Annual

 

The Lagrange Prize

-

-

-

The purpose of the Lagrange Prize is to give life to a 

-

ments of individual scientists and researchers. 

ScientistsIndividuals

1 prize € 50,000 Annual
l

The FNP Prize 

The FNP Prize was initiated in 1992 to honour scien-

-

aries and open new perspectives for research. The 

-

chemical and material sciences; mathematical, physi-

cal and engineering sciences; and the humanities and 

social sciences which have opened up new avenues 

for research and advancement in Poland. 

ScientistsIndividuals

4 prizes Annual

Free Media Awards

The Free Media Awards are intended to support the 

that report independently and refuse to give up in the 

face of threats. The media operate under tremendous 

pressure in many countries across eastern Europe, 

and through the Free Media Awards, the Fritt Ord 

-

and violent oppression. 

JournalistsIndividuals

3+ prizes € 15,000 Annual

www.frittord.no/en/priser/pressepriser-

ind/pressepriser-for-russland-og-st-europa

projects/politicsandsociety/

journalismandmedia/freemediaawards
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Calouste 
Gulbenkian Prize

who have distinguished themselves internationally in 

the defence and promotion of human rights. The prize, 

launched in 2006, honours the founder of Fundação 

the date of his death, the 20th July. 

the most recent cycle aimed at those defending hu-

OrganisationsIndividuals

1 prize € 100,000 Annual

https://gulbenkian.pt/en/

Discapnet Award 
for Accessible 
Technologies

Fundación ONCE through the Discapnet Award for Ac-

initiatives and actions that improve the quality of life 

Entrepreneurs

OrganisationsIndividuals

3 prizes € 5,000 € 20,000 Annual

http://premios.discapnet.es/en/index.php
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Princess of 
Asturias Awards

-

dación Princesa de Asturias, and presented at a cere-

mony in Oviedo, capital of the Principality of Asturias, 

form part of the foundation’s aims towards extolling 

values of humanity. The annual awards come in 8 cat-

-

national level.

Organisations InstitutionsIndividuals

8 prizes € 50,000 Annual

www.fpa.es/en/princess-of-asturias-awards

Eric Kandel Young 
Neuroscientists Prize

The Eric Kandel Young Neuroscientists Prize was es-

-

Named after the American neuroscientist Eric Kandel, 

-

stowed in 2009.

Along with the prize and a mentoring programme, the 

winner is also invited to the Forum of European Neu-

Eric Kandel Prize.

NeuroscientistsIndividuals

1 prize € 100,000 Biennial

The role and 
importance of awards

Awards accompany us from the day we are 

oneself forms an important part of our lives 

promotion of talent are the essence of any 

or of value to the community, along with the 

Princess of Asturias Foundation has 

and cultural values that form part of the 

this time, the Princess of Asturias Awards 

of more than 400 individuals and 

institutions and will continue to do 

Awards Ceremony is considered one of 

the most important cultural events on the 

international agenda. 

stated that, during these years, “we have 

world views.”
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Gerda Henkel Prize

awarded every two years to researchers who have 

carried out outstanding research in the disciplines 

further encouraging the support of the humanities 

and raising awareness on topics that do not normally 

ResearchersIndividuals

1 prize € 100,000 Biennial

www.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/preis

Klaus J. Jacobs 
Awards

Foundation has since 2009 awarded prizes for excep-

tional achievements in research and practice in the 

Best Practice Prize honours exceptional commitment 

and innovative solutions. The 2 awards are given in 

alternate years.

Organisations ResearchersIndividuals

2 prizes € 920,000 Alternate years

https://jacobsfoundation.org/en/awards

Kavli Prize

The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, The 

Kavli Foundation and The Norwegian Ministry of Ed-

ucation and Research, the prize rewards seminal sci-

of science, and fosters international cooperation. The 

winners receive their awards in a ceremony presided 

ScientistsIndividuals

3 prizes € 1,000,000 Biennial

Kering Foundation 
Awards

The Kering Foundation Awards, created in 2008, sup-

port and recognise social entrepreneurs and their 

innovative ideas to put an end to violence against 

women. The awards form a fundamental part of three 

pillars of the Kering Foundation’s mission to end the 

violence that impacts 1 in 3 women worldwide. The 

-

toring to maximise the impact of the winning ideas 

and initiatives. 

Entrepreneurs Initiatives

1 prize € 10,000 Biennial

www.keringfoundation.org/ 

kering-foundation-awards



EFC — PHILANTHROPY PRIZES

The King 
Baudouin African 
Development Prize

The King Baudouin African Development Prize re-

or organisations in the area of development in Africa. 

The prize endeavours to draw recognition and atten-

tion to the many innovative initiatives and successes 

emerging from Africa, to support their continued suc-

cess, help expand their innovations, or recognise their 

success. 

Organisations InstitutionsIndividuals

1 prize € 200,000 Annual

http://www.africa-kbf.org/en

Körber European 
Science Prize

-

-

and supports the further implementation and spread 

of the achievements to maximise impact. 

ScientistsIndividuals

1 prize € 1,000,000 Annual

www.koerber-stiftung.de/en/ 

”la Caixa” Awards for 
Social Innovation

The “la Caixa” Awards for Social Innovation form part 

of the foundation’s Social Initiatives Programme and 

for any of the general calls of the programme. The “la 

the capacity of social entities to solve societal issues. 

Therefore through the awards, the foundation sup-

ports the development of social innovation and inno-

vators with the aim of amplifying their impact through 

the scaling of these initiatives. 

Social entities Innovators

10 prizes €15,000 Annual

accion-social/convocatorias-sociales/premios-

la-caixa-a-la-innovacion-social

European Foundations 
Award for Responsible 
Research & Innovation 
(EFARRI)

of organisations that have a shared aspiration to en-

actively incorporate methods that will align their re-

support these aspirations and identify research that 

-

ResearchersInitiatives

3 prizes €20,000 Annual

http://www.efarri.org



13

EFC — PHILANTHROPY PRIZES

The Brain Prize

-

-

vous system, and is awarded to the one or more sci-

-

-

NeuroscientistsIndividuals

1 prize € 1,300,000 Annual

Good Help Award

The Good Help Award rewards an organisation or 

team that helps to support people in transforming 

their lives through the development of purpose and 

Good and Bad Help -

OrganisationsInitiatives

1 prize € 16,500 Annual

www.nesta.org.uk/project/good-help-award

The Novo 
Nordisk Prize

awarded to unique medical research or other re-

to support the further research of the prize winners in 

-

-

tion to medical science. 

ScientistsIndividuals

1 prize € 400,000 Annual

https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/ 

Awards for Artists

-

velop their creative ideas and to grow personally and 

professionally. Over 24 years the awards have helped 

-

Composers Musicians

ArtistsIndividuals

10 prizes € 60,000 Annual

www.phf.org.uk/our-work-in-the-uk/ 

ideas/awards-for-artists
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Prince Claus Awards

The Prince Claus Awards are presented annually to 

individuals and organisations for their outstanding 

especially in areas where cultural expression faces 

OrganisationsIndividuals

7 prizes Annual

https://princeclausfund.org/awards

On y va —
auf geht’s — let’s go

The aim of the “On y va - auf geht’s - let’s go!” prize 

people that form Europe and, together with the 

ert Bosch Stiftung uses the prize to support civil and 

InitiativesTeams of 3

8 prizes € 5,000 Annual

www.lets-go-join-in.eu/das-programm.html
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empowering people. 
Award

The empowering people. Award aims to identify sim-

-

-

tries, and helps implement them. The winners are also 

permanently showcased as part of the empowering 

impact.

Organisations InitiativesIndividuals

3 prizes € 50,000 Annual

www.empowering-people-network.siemens-

stiftung.org/en/award

The Carlsberg 
Foundation 
Research Prizes

-

-

-

-

sion of capacity via supporting international studies, 

Sciences and Letters in two categories, the natural 

sciences, and the social sciences. 

ScientistsIndividuals

2 prizes € 135,000 Annual

www.carlsbergfondet.dk/

en/Forskningsaktiviteter/The-Carlsberg-

The Daylight Awards

The Daylight Awards, one for Research and one for 

to international daylight research, and to creating 

unique and innovative ways. The awards recognise 

research of the impact of daylight upon human health 

-

tion into physical structure. 

OrganisationsIndividuals

2 prizes € 100,000 Annual

Architects Researchers

www.thedaylightaward.com

Wellcome Trust

Open Science Prize

or health applications. The prize supports the devel-

their potential implementation for real world uses. 

Organisations InitiativesIndividuals

1 prize € 205,000 Annual
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As a leading platform for philanthropy in Europe, 

the case for institutional philanthropy as a formida-

crucial and timely role to play in meeting the critical 

challenges societies face. More people and causes 

-

and equality. 

-

-

sations from more than 30 countries, we: 

• Foster peer-learning

• Enhance collaboration

• Represent philanthropy

policy and regulatory environments 

• Build a solid evidence base through 

• Raise the visibility of philanthropy’s 

value and impact 

www.efc.be

EuropeanFoundationCentre

Instagram 
European_Foundation_Centre

European-Foundation-Centre

Twitter
The_EFC

EuroFoundationCentre

Jennifer Fitzsimons 

European Foundation Centre 

Lucia Patuzzi 

European Foundation Centre

Joshua Redding 

European Foundation Centre

-

cial positions of any organisations mentioned, or the 

EFC.
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